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Did father's rage lead to man'S death' 
Voluntary manslaughter: Judge notes accused attacker 
had just been told his daughter had been molested by victim. 

By ANDRIA SIMMONS 
asimmons@ajc.com 

It's the kind of news no father 
wants to hear: Someon~ touched your 
little girl. 

A police officer says that a Buford 
man heard such an allegation before 
he bro.ke into a house one night this 

month and beat a man he suspected of 
abusing his 7-year-:old stepdaughter. 

The victim died two days later. 
Police charged the fath~r with 

murder! but a . ju:dge reduced that 
charge to voluntary manslaughter. 
The judge reasoned that the man had 
just heard traumatic news and acted 
in the heatofpassion. The judge also 

noted that the suspect had ri.o weapon 
during the confrontation. · 

Investigators say they do not k)Jow 
whether the victim did anything 

·wrong. · 
''We can't say whether he did it 

or not because he's dead:' said Cpl. 
Illana Spellman, spokeswoman for 
the Gwinnett County Police Depart­
ment. 

Police interviewed the 7-year-old 
girl but do not know whether she was 
molested, Spellman said. · 

Efforts to reach the victim's rela-

tives were 1,:msuccessful. 
AJC Gwjnnett News is not naming 

the suspect to protect the ,identity 
of the girl, who may have be{!n the 
victim of a sexual assault. The news­
paperis not identifying the deceased 
because he was not charged. · 
· A week ago, in a court heating "in 

. the case, Sgt. Victor Pesaresi of the 
Gwinnett County Police Department 
testified about the events that led to 
'the Buford man's death. 

In the wee hours of Sept. I, Pesaresi 
testmed, the suspect's wi~e told him 

that their 7 -year-old was mole 
the man. The sergeant testifi1 
·the suspect went to the man's 
kicked in the front door and as 
him in the dark. 

"He said, 'I did kick in h: 
and I did punch him three timE 
didn't kill him: " Pesaresitesti 

Mter .the suspect left, the 
called his sister to take him 
hospita~ and filed a poJir -epo: 

He was. treated am 1se 
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